The Ch'in Empire
that the conquered states should be permanently incorporated in the Empire. One consequence of Li-Ssu's reforms was the well-known "destruction of the books", carried out at his command. His Confucian opponents constantly referred to the sacrosanct authority of the ancient texts and because of this he ordered the destruction of ^all Confucian historical literature. Every copy in the posses'sion of private owners was ordered to be burnt, but the classical works compiled by Confucius were preserved in the Imperial Library, where they could be consulted under the supervision of officials. This reform also aimed at putting an end to the practice, inaugurated by Confucius, of entrusting education to private teachers such as itinerant philosophers. Education was henceforth to be the concern of the state. Confucius had, however, stressed the need for a unification of all educational institutions, as this was the only way to secure a solid moral basis to society.
This unification was applied, in effect, to every sphere of public life. Throughout the Empire weights, measures and tools were standardised and even vehicles had to have the same length of axle. It is not easy to imagine the difficulties which arose in the imposition of these reforms on the everyday life of the peasant at a time when there was virtually only oral communication and when the only means of getting about was by ox-cart in an Empire stretching from north to south, a distance equal to that between Berlin and Messina. Li-Ssu introduced another system of writing which, developed in the ensuing Han period, became the basis of the present Chinese script.
Later, after the end of the short-lived Ch'in dynasty, when the prohibited books were beginning to appear again from their hiding-places, it was found that they had to be translated into the.new script, the old by now having fallen out of use. This brought an alteration of many passages, as the modification of a single character can change the meaning of a whole sentence. This is why Confucianism in the Han period is very different from the original.
Two of the acts attributed to Shih Huang-ti have made his name famous in world history: the destruction of the books,
219nishments.   The
